REGULAR COMMUNICATION OF OKEMOS LODGE #252 F. & A. M
June 4, 2026

	WM 
	 
	Harvey Gurd
	 
	STEWARD
	Steven Bristor

	SW
	 
	Chris Olson
	 
	STEWARD
	 

	JW
	 
	Christopher Chamberlain
	 
	STEWARD
	 

	TREASURER 
	 
	Joseph Fakhoury
	 
	STEWARD
	 

	SECRETARY
	 
	Mike Nevells
	 
	STEWARD
	 

	CHAPLAIN 
	 
	Robert Helmic P.G.M. 
	 
	MASHAL
	John Pulice

	SD
	 
	Regis Harrington
	 
	TILER 
	Robert Overly

	JD
	 
	Jon (Scott) Jorgensen
	 
	Education
	James Hart (Bob Helmic, PGM)



Members & Visitors:  	Jim Williams, Ken Cook, Don Meade, Chris Olson, Jack Voss, David Westover.  Josh Green – DDI, Time Hines & Cory Tripp Lansing #33

Opened:  6:58 PM				

Sick and Distressed:  None

Minutes:   Motion & Support to accept May 2026 Minutes as amended / Voted & Approved (Pulice / Jorgensen)
						
Treasurer’s Report:	Joesph F.			
						
Bills:	  Motion & Support / Voted to pay bills  (Voss / Bonsall)
· Rent June + July + August ($550 each)
· Bikes For Books reimbursement to M. Nevells for $3,556.98
· Secretary & Treasurer to pay bills, as needed,  while Lodge is “Dark” / July & August

Petitions:	
· Nicholas Kruger, Haslett Michigan / Grand Lodge Website referral –Mike Nevells is working the Six Step Initiation with Nick.

· Joe Tabone has been in contact with Lodge Brothers and has indicated an interest I returning. 


Communications:  (full complete documents /communications are on file)

· Grand Lodge / Grand Secretary Quill – Delinquent Dues
a) Justin Hayes & Scott McAuley are delinquent
b) Lodge requirements to vote in October to finalize delinquent Members.

· Michigan Sales, Use And Withholding (SUW) Taxes – Nevells to complete online
· Brother Lynn Allen Note / B4B Donation
· Brother Scot Henry PM Capitol # 8 Free fishing tournament on Saturday, June 13, 2026 from 8am-12noon at Hawk island Lansing, Michigan. The Michigan DNR has granted June 13 and 14 as free fishing weekend, so a fishing license is not required for the day. There will be Trophies for Champions. 

Committee Reports: 						
· OMCA Temple Board (Next meetings 6/18, 7/16, & 8/20 /21/26 6:30 PM)
· Roof warranty update – Installer to power wash this week and then reapply coating to needed areas. Manufacturer still un-responsive.
· Looking for Brothers (in pairs) to clean ceiling fluorescent light fixtures (dead bugs).

· B4B  Largest participation in 11 years. Full report attached
· (2) Meijer $500 Gift cards donated from Okemos Meijer , Pulice & Nevells
· 2026/2027 Kick-off event November 6, 2026 @ the Lodge.

· OMDF (Next Meeting  July 23, 2026, 7:00 Pm @ Lodge ) reviewing ways to grow (donations) the Fund.

· Scholarships – 
· Lodge Approved in 2026 Budget QTY 3 $1,000 each scholarships.
· Mike Nevells to send winners names to Chris Chambwerlin to process / facilitate the Grand Lodge Funds release.

Old Business:						
· Annual Communication and Oklahoma Indian Degree – Several Brothers attend these events


· Texas Hold-um – Chris Olson continuing to research what is needed (dates, Number of People, etc.) Looking to the fall of 2026 as possible dates. Also, aligning with possible raffle? Chris Chamberlain Proposed $250 “Meat” Raffel prize.

· Grand Lodge Amendments, final vote at Annual Communication

#2 Allow past masters to Vote – Denied (No)
#5 Shrine Trial – Accepted (Yes)
#7 May Proficiency – Denied (No)	
New Business:						
· Lodge / Star Annual Picnic discussion / dates?- Resolved:
Saturday July 25, 2026 3:00 to 6:00 PM at the lodge. Lodge to provide main course (Meat), participants Bring a dish to pass. Secretary to make announcement to Lodge Members and Stars.

· Ken Cook reviewed possible methods, i.e. Almanor’s fund, to assist the two Delinquent Dues Brothers.  After a full discussion and input from the Brothers it was determined to table any assistance for review in the fall (i.e. September regular communication) 

· Would the Okemos Lodge be interested in hosting a / the “Flintstone Degree”?  Nevells & Harrington to get more information. The Flintstone Degree is a humorous, unofficial degree in some Masonic lodges. The degree emphasizes camaraderie and fun among Masons. It serves as a way to bond and create memorable experiences within the lodge.


Education:	 		

Brother Hart asked Brother Hemic (Past Grand Master) to provide an overview of the Grand Lodge Function(s) and how it / they relate to the individual (our) Lodge(s)


For the good of the order:

· Brother Tim Hines shared his and the Lansing 33 Lodge Brothers involvement with Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP). https://shpbeds.org/chapter/mi-lansing/

This  is a 501(c)3 national non-profit whose mission is to end child bedlessness and ensure that NO KID SLEEPS ON THE FLOOR IN OUR TOWN! The most profound way to end the national crisis of child bedlessness is to unite the country in one common goal of delivering the most amount of beds possible and getting thousands of children off the floor. The Lansing chapter is looking for support in many ways. Including their Amazon Wish list. It is not exclusive and meant to be a guide more than an exact shopping list. We are looking for twin size bed in a bag sets or comforters and sheets.

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1EI00YZGPXKGE?ref_=wl_shar

· Brother Tim Hines shared the opportunity to go to the July 18, 2026 “Outdoor Master Mason Degree” in Ohio. Contact Tim for details at  ptim62tjhines@gmail.com 

· Josh Greenm, DDI – 
· Looking ahead to a Lodge of Instruction in October, details to follow. 
· August 1, 2026 – Outdoor Fellowcraft Degree in Mackinaw City 

CLOSED:	 9:08 PM				

Respectfully Submitted;						
SECRETARY:	Mike Nevells		WM	Harvey Gurd	

ATTACHMENTS:
· Bikes for Books year-end report
· Save the date(s)
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The Okemos Masonic Lodge #252 Bikes For Books program for the 2025/2026 School year was the most successful in the program’s 11 year History.  All 8 Eligible Haslett / Okemos Elementary/Middle schools participated.  The participating students submitted 639 entry forms this year – THE MOST EVER and that equals 4,473 books read. Thanks to our Sponsors: Graff Chevrolet Okemos, Okemos Meijer, Haslett True Value Hardware, individual Lodge Brothers, and The Okemos Lodge. We were able to award a record 32 New Bikes and Helmets this year. This program has successfully established a love for reading early in life and put a gleam of excitement and happiness into kids’ eyes.  That’s a pretty good thing to see.

A special thank you to all the Schools and their staff for making this such a well-received and special program in their schools. Also, the success of the program is a direct result of our B4B Ambassadors dedication and hard work, Thank you Brothers.

	2025 / 2026 Bikes for Books Program 

	School
	Ambassador

	Bennett Woods Elementary
	Bob Helmic

	Central Montessori
	Joe Bonsall

	Cornell Elementary School
	Jim Williams

	Hiawatha Elementary School
	Mike Nevells

	Kinawa 5&6 Middle School
	Mike Nevells

	Murphy Elementary School
	Regis Harrington

	Ralya Elementary School
	Jack Voss

	Haslett Middle School
	Regis Harrington

	Okemos Library
	Jack Voss

	Haslett Library
	Jack Voss



	Yr
	School Year
	# Schools
	# Forms
	Books Read
	# Bikes
	

	1
	2015-2016
	4
	95
	665
	8
	Okemos Elementary Schools

	2
	2016-2017
	4
	120
	840
	11
	Okemos Elementary Schools

	3
	2017-2018
	6
	131
	917
	23
	Okemos & Haslett Elementary

	4
	2018-2019
	7
	271
	1,897
	31
	Added Kinawa 5&6 Okemos

	5
	2019-2020
	6
	182
	1,274
	21
	No forms from Rayla

	6
	2020 - 2021
	6
	63
	441
	14
	Added Haslett Middle School

	7
	2021 - 2022
	5
	250
	1,750
	17
	No Middle Schools, Cornel

	8
	2022 - 2023
	7
	145
	1,015
	19
	No Murphy

	9
	2023 - 2024
	7
	288
	2,016
	27
	No Murphy

	10
	2024 - 2025
	7
	461
	3,227
	24
	No Murphy

	11
	2025 - 2026
	8
	639
	4,473
	32
	ALL SCHOOLS!

	
	
	TOTALS
	2,645
	18,515
	227
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


SAVE THE DATE(S)

· Saturday, June 13, 2026 8:00 am to Noon Free 
Fishing Tournament Hawk Island, MI 
The Michigan DNR has granted June 13 and 14 as free fishing weekend, so a fishing license is not required for the day.  There will be trophies for Champions. 
Scot Henry, Past Mast Master Capitol #8

· Wednesday, June 24, 2026 
Bicentennial Celebration State Capital / Lansing Center

· 1:30 House session opens - Capitol gallery seating is first come, first serve. Must be through security by 1 p.m.

· 2:15 est time for tribute. Group photo to follow on Capitol Steps. Dark Suit requested. Aprons available

· 3:00 Opportunity to view Documentary

· 4:30 Reception in Lansing Center, dinner at 6:00 Program to follow.
· Dark Suit / Plated Dinner / $50 per person
· Reservations due by June 16, 2026
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/9a9uybm/lp/9b64479a-b473-4bc9-b496-cb5a4e057d2c?source_id=4a0f0938-dacc-4dd3-be67-5ca52bcc8c50&source_type=em&c=pG1qds8cZNidlK7Tp2mf8vHp1HqLugofAMPpkA0gdb665lGnZe2UsA==

· Saturday July 25, 2026
Lodge / OES Annual Picnic & Celebrate Meridian
3:00 Pm to 6:00 PM – Bring a dish to pass - Lodge providing main course /meats.

Celebrate Meridian - Make the most of your summer with live music, food trucks, children’s activities, a beer garden, a drone show, and more!
https://www.meridian.mi.us/recreation-leisure/events-calendar/celebrate-meridian/

· August 1, 2026 – Outdoor Fellowcraft Degree in Mackinaw City 
Registration is now open for Fellowcraft at the Fort!  We will be conferring the Fellowcraft Degree on multiple candidates Saturday, August 1, inside the walls of Fort Michilimackinac in Mackinaw City!  The event will begin after the fort closes for the day at 7 p.m.  There will be seating available, but you are also free to bring your own chair if you would like.  There will also be elevated standing room options on the inside of the fort walls!  
If you wish to tour the fort during regular hours, a ticket from the visitor center will be required.
Attendance is limited to 300, don't delay!  CLICK HERE to sign up. https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/d9w7t6y/lp/292a7be3-3834-48ec-91a9-fd9c7c6be2e4


Officers:
WM - WB Harvy Gurd   SW- Joesph Bonsall           JW - WB Chris Chamberlin        SD - Regis Harrington   JD - Scott Jorgensen     TI - Robert Overly
TR - Joseph Fakhoury  SC - WB Michael Nevells   CH - WB Robert Helmic P.G.M   MA- WB John Pulice     ED - WB James Hart                                 
ST - Steven Bristor        ST- Timothy Kelly               ST -  Joshua Elliott
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