TO: Detroit Masonic Temple owner bodies

FROM: WB John Kashinsky, President MTA Board of Trustees

RE: Library

July 1, 2026

Dear Brothers,
I am writing to inform you of recent events that have transpired at the Temple regarding the Detroit Masonic Temple Library, Archive and Research Center (Library) and the Masonic Temple Association (MTA). 
Today (July 1st) the lease agreement between the Library and the MTA ended. The lease was not renewed and the Library is no longer a tenant in the building. Over the past week the Library secured several large trucks and moved the items they held in their leased spaces out of the Temple. 
Prior to the expiration of their lease, the Library retained legal counsel and raised several issues against the MTA through their attorney. Because of this, there is limited information that we can share with the owner bodies about interactions between the Library and the MTA. However, we can state that the MTA made several attempts to find a solution that provided the Library rent-free space within the Temple to continue their work within the building. The decision to move their operations and materials within their spaces out of the Temple was made solely by the Library. The MTA’s position has been, and will remain, a focus on maximizing experiences for Brothers and visitors, while minimizing our exposure to risks. The MTA attempted to work with the Library to arrive at a relationship that was mutually beneficial for both groups, provided appropriate oversight via the Board of Trustees, and aligned with the MTA’s desire to provide a true library and museum experience for the Brothers and the community. Unfortunately, we were unable to reach such an agreement. However, the MTA is continuing with its plans to develop a high-quality museum and library within the Temple and we look forward to sharing details of this project as it moves forward. 
We understand it is possible that several owner bodies either donated or loaned items they own to the Library. We do not know where these items have been moved and were not provided information about how the items can be tracked or retrieved. Should you desire to have your items returned to you or simply wish to inquire about the status of any items, we recommend that you contact Brandon Langford at XXXX. Should you have any questions please feel free to contact me at your convenience. We will share more information about these developments as we receive it and are able.

Sincerely,


John Kashinsky, President
Detroit Masonic Temple Association Board of Trustees


 
