


Minutes of East Bay Lodge #264 
Regular Communication of April 14, 2026

At the Regular/Special Communication of East Bay Masonic Lodge #264, Free and Accepted Masons, held on the above date, those Present

Officers

	Anthony Lake, PM – Worshipful Master
	Tracy Mariage, PM – Chaplain

	Guy Tysick – Senior Warden
	Dean Reid - Tiler

	Logan Suttmann – Junior Warden
	Larry Albert – Senior Steward

	Max Anderson, PM - Treasurer
	Taylor Ellenberger – Junior Steward

	Jeffery (Hawk) Hawkins - Secretary
	Guy Hissong, PM – Marshall

	James Gaskin, PM – Senior Deacon
	William Weiss – Musician

	Ed Storch, PM – Junior Deacon
	

	
	



MWB Guy Hissong announced a Special Dispensation was given by Grand Master William Sauget for his to act as Worshipful Master of this Lodge due to emergency absence of both Worshipful Master Anthony Lake, PM and SW Guy Tysick. The Lodge was opened under the Entered Apprentice degree in Due Form by the acting Worshipful Master at 7:12 PM

Members, Officers, and Visitors Present: 14

Recognition of Life Members, Past Masters, and Visiting Brethren:
· Life Members; Skip Lake, PM, Tracy Mariage, PM, William Weiss
· Past Masters; Steven Wheelock, Anthony Lake, Max Anderson, James Gaskin, Guy Hissong, Brandon Darin, Victor Hernandez, Craig Maison, Burt Stambaugh
· Visitors: No visitors were present

Sick and Distressed:
· MWB Hissong informed the Lodge about the emergencies keeping WM Anthony Lake, PM, and SW Guy Tysick away from the Lodge. 
· WM Anthony Lake, PM had a structural issue with the stairs at his house, causing a family member to fall. No serious injuries, fortunately. 
· SW Guy Tysick’s fianceé was rushed to the hospital just a few hours ago. No other information was available.
· JW Logan Suttmann reported that his wife’s aunt was just recently diagnosed with Stage 3 Lymphoma. 
· Chaplain Tracy Mariage, PM, relayed that his sister-in-law has been placed in hospice.
· Secretary Hawkins mentioned the current military service members who are serving in harm’s way in the Middle East
· A moment of silence was held for all those mentioned and unmentioned in need of our care.




Reading of the Minutes of the Regular Communication of March 10 and the Special Communication of March 24, 2026
Motion by: JW Logan Suttman to accept the minutes as submitted. This motion was seconded by SD James Gaskin, PM. 
	There being no discussion on the motion, this motion was passed. 

Communications:
· Secretary Hawkins noted the only Communications from Grand Lodge were the Grand Lodge Annual communication and related information and proposed amendments, which are available on the Grand View portal, within the “Feed” section of the My Portal page.

Treasurer’s Report: Secretary Hawkins read the Treasurer’s Report
· Lodge Checking: $5,536.41
· Almoner’s Fund Bank Balance: $2,100

Motion by Secretary Hawkins, Seconded by Logan Suttmann to approve the Treasurer’s report as submitted.

Discussion: Secretary Hawkins reported that Treasurer Max Anderson, PM has accomplished a herculean effort to reconcile Grand View and the Bank’s statement, and the Lodge should recognize his fine efforts.

There being no further discussion on the motion, it was passed

Presentation of Bills
· Secretary Honorarium: $100
· JP Luther: $97.60

Motion to pay the Bills by: WB Brandon Darin, PM and seconded by JW Logan Suttmann
There was no discussion on the motion, and it passed 
	

Reading and Referral of Petitions: 
· Jez Alindayu Heje
· Investigation Committee: WB Brandon Darin, PM, JW Logan Suttmann, WB Victor Hernandez, PM, Bro. David Lock

Reports of Investigation Committee: None

Balloting of Petitions
· Brother Rodney Bubnick, Plural Member: Approved
· WB John Hansen, Withdrawal Petition: Approved

Reports of Standing and Special Committees:
· Masonic Home and Affairs Committee: No Report
· Sick and Distressed/Visitation: 
· Tyler Dean Reid’s wife’s back issues were brought to the Lodge’s attention.
· Auditing Committee: No Report
· Committee on Delinquent Dues: No Report
· Investment Committee: No Report
· Almoners Committee: No Report
· The committee needs to elect a member to oversee the finances of this committee.
· Dues Committee: No Report
· Charity Committee:
· Secretary Hawkins reported on the presentations made by Tyler Dean Reid and WB Skip Lake, PM to Prayer Fryer and the Mayfield Chapel Outreach. Pictures of the presentations are available on our Facebook group
· Temple Board: 
· No formal Report was offered, but SD James Gaskin, PM reported on the maintenance performed in the Kitchen, and that volunteers are needed to paint the kitchen. Bro. Zach Beihl reported that he is preparing a quote to replace countertops with “butcher block” at a cost significantly lower than other vendors. 
· WB Brandon Darin spoke about being unable to submit the Grand Lodge grant application because of broken website links and a lack of response to inquiries made to Grand Lodge. MWB Guy Hissong requested a copy of these communications, and will follow up with Grand Lodge

Old Business: 
·  Lodge Clean-up and Adopt-A-Highway: Secretary Hawkins informed the Lodge that in the past these events sometimes are done on the same day and the week before the Spaghetti Dinner, which means the Lodge should tentatively plan on these on Saturday, May 9th.  He will verify with the Worshipful Master and get an e-Newsletter out to the Lodge
· Spaghetti Dinner
· Brethren were asked to speak up if they need help!
· MWB Guy Hissong put the Lodge to rest so the Brethren could obtain tickets for the Spaghetti dinner to sell. Many did so
· MWB Guy Hissong recalled the Lodge to work.
· Lodge Supplies: Secretary Hawkins noted the new additions to the Altar from recent purchases from JP Luther.
· MWB Guy Hissong noted that many Lodges in Michigan are replacing electric lights with actual candles, and urged our Lodge to consider this.

New Business
·  Entered Apprentice Proficiency
· Our four Entered Apprentices gave their proficiency en-masse
· MWB Guy Hissong pronounced all four were deemed proficient
· Fellowcraft Degree Dates
· Practice on Tuesday, April 21 at 6:30 PM
· Special Communication to pass the EA’s to Fellowcraft on April 28 at 7:00 PM
· MWB Guy Hissong is willing to give the lecture, and suggested that all Brethren of the Lodge read and be familiar with the ritual, including lectures.
·  Grand Lodge Annual Communication: 
· MWB Guy Hissong will serve as the Lodge Delegate
· Proposed Amendments are available in Grand View and will be considered next month
· Service Award:
· WB Victor Hernandez was given a 25-year service certificate and pin by MWB Guy Hissong
· Award Committee
· MWB Guy Hissong mentioned the need for an Awards Committee to plan an Awards Dinner for the Fall. WB’s Brandon Darin, Guy Hissong, and Victor Hernandez will serve on the Committee
· Monthly Dinner Credit Card Payments
· Secretary Hawkins reported that any monthly dinner donations are currently going straight into the Lodge checking Account.
· Motion by Secretary Hawkins, seconded by JW Logan Suttman to transfer any credit card revenues for monthly dinners made during the quarter to the Junior Warden or his designee at the end of the quarter.
· There being no further discussion, the motion passed
· Upcoming Birthdays
· WB Brandon Darin (April 13)
· JD Ed Storch (April 15)
· Bill Murphy (April 19)
· Marshall Guy Hissong, PM (April 25)
· Steward Taylor Ellenberger (April 26)

Good of the Lodge
· Chaplain Tracy Mariage, PM, informed the Lodge that Secretary Hawkins was awarded the District #5 Mason of the Year
· Secretary Hawkins brought up the items stored in the upstairs hallway, some of which may have come from the Kalkaska Lodge consolidation and others that we may benefit from inventorying. There seems to be an open question about if those items “belong” to the Lodge or the Temple Association, but there was general agreement that some sort of inventory of items may be beneficial. MWB Hissong mentioned that if there are ritual items our Lodge doesn’t need, there are likely other Lodges that would be most grateful for donations. WB Brandon Darin mentioned we might be able to start on an inventory at the Lodge clean-up. Secretary Hawkins noted that our two “dark” months this Summer might also be a good time to work on this. No definitive plans were decided.

Upcoming Events:
· Fellowcraft Practice, Tuesday, April 21, 2026, at 6:30 PM
· Fellowcraft Degrees, Tuesday, April 28, 2026, at 7:00 PM

There being no further business, this Lodge was closed by Proclamation by MWB Guy Hissong at 9:10 PM.



___________________________________			________________________________

Worshipful Master, Anthony L. Lake, PM			Jeffery L. Hawkins, Secretary









