
 

General Business 

 MASONIC TEMPLE, Thursday Evening, August 7, 2025 

At Regular Communication of Midland Centre Lodge No. #273, Free & Accepted Masons 

HELD ON THE ABOVE DATE, PRESENT: 

Bro. Todd McQuiston W.M. Bro.  James Doan  S.D. 

Bro. Peter Anders S.W. Bro.  Chuck Birch P.M. J.D. 

Bro. Jeff McNeal  J.W. Bro. Jack Berdasco Steward 

Bro. Chris Parfeniuk P.M.  Sec’y  Bro. Gordon Siu  Steward 

Bro. John Kall  Treas. Bro.      Steward 

Bro. Ed Morris P.M.    Marshal Bro.     Steward 

Bro. Carl Puehl P.M. Chaplain Bro   John Mapes  Tiler 

  Bro.       Educational Officer 

 

 

• Meeting was opened in the FC degree in due form at 7:40 p.m. by WM Todd McQuiston. 

• Visitor Tom Thaxter (Arcadis #278 – California) were announced and greeted by WM Todd McQuiston 

and the Wardens of Centre Lodge.  

• The minutes from the months previous meetings with changes were approved. 

• Reports of Standing Committees 

o Finance: Monthly financials were reported. It is expected that the interest for 2025 will be 

approximately $600.  

o Committee on Delinquent Dues: Five brothers are still delinquent for 2025 dues. 

• Warrant Orders #862 was presented with WB Dave Skiendziel motioning to adopt it and Ed Morris 

seconding it, followed by a vote in the affirmative. 

• Unfinished Business 

o The motion from the June meeting to raise dues by $25 per year was discussed.  

▪ None of the brothers present had any additional questions.  

▪ No brothers called WM McQuiston by phone with questions.  

▪ One brother with a prepaid membership contacted the secretary asking about how much 

money is generated by prepaid members (How many are lifetime members? How many 

are still alive? I realize the number is small but, how much is bequeathed to the lodge 

every year?). Answer and subsequent emails detailed the following 
Prepaid 17 

Lifetime 8 

Regular (Dues Paying) 110 

 

Other than prepaid members becoming lifetime members, we have not made a due paying brother 

a lifetime member for a long time due to our bylaws stating that we must have a positive growth in a 

year to make a due paying brother a lifetime member.  The by-law does not apply to prepaid 

members who are 40 years a mason. 

…  last year the lodge got back about $400 dollars from all the prepaid memberships  … 

▪ The vote was conducted with the motion passing 17 yes and 1 no vote. Dues will be 

increased by $25/year after the new bylaws are approval by Grand Lodge. Two copies of 

the signed bylaws will be sent to Grand Lodge for approval with the minutes from 

meetings and mail sent out to members announcing the motion. 

 

 



 

General Business 

• New Business 

o Secretary-Treasurer Day will be Friday, September 12 at Masonic Pathways in Alma.  All 

secretaries, treasurers, assistants, and anyone who may aspire to hold one of those offices 

down the road are invited for a day of information and fellowship. Topics covered will include 

dues notices, certificates of election, 990s, budgeting, the lodge grant program, and much more! 

o Child ID information was read in lodge. 

 
o Please take notice that Grand Master William Sauget has approved the following lodge moves:  

▪ Ira A. Beck Lodge #503 has relocated to the Bedford Temple, 21945 Bedford Rd. N., 

Bedford, MI  49017.  The lodge's stated communication is every 3rd Wednesday at 7 

p.m. 

▪ Birmingham Lodge #44 has relocated to the Kirk in the Hills, 1340 W. Long Lake Rd., 

Bloomfield Twp., MI  48302.  The lodge's stated communication is every 1st Thursday at 

7:30 p.m.  This move also necessitates a district change:  Birmingham #44 has moved 

from District 29 to District 23. 

o Blood drive was announced for August 27th at 12 noon. The location will be at the Midland 

Curling rink.   

• WB Ed Morris passed the almoners box around for donations. Current amount collected is at $10,566. 

• Past Masters were recognized by WM Todd McQuiston. 

• Lodge was closed in due form by WM Todd McQuiston 8:33pm 

• Members retired to the dining room for fellowship and light refreshments. 

     

 Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

 __________________________________  _________________________________ 

 Chris Parfeniuk, P.M. Secretary   WM Todd McQuiston 

 

 

 

 


