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Grand Lodge Officers & Representatives present: Bob Conley, Past Grand Master; Larry Whitman, Grand Lodge Child ID program
Past Masters Present: WB Lynn Ross, WB Jerry Preston, WB David Norris, WB Jeff Downing, WB Austin Conquest
Members Present: 14
Honorary Members Present: 2 (WB Dennis Ward, PGM Bob Conley)
Lodge Opened: 7:00pm on the Master Mason Degree
Presentations: None
Minutes: Approved as written
Petitions: No new petitions
Committee Reports: Consolidation Committee - A meeting between members of Fellowship Lodge’s Consolidation Committee met with members of Swartz Creek #458 to discuss the possibilities of consolidating lodges. Both sides seem very receptive to consolidation. While this was merely a working session and not an official effort toward consolidation, discussion involved potential lodge names, lodge numbers, which night to meet, and much more
Sick & Relief Committee: Jim Williams fell and broke his hip. Please keep him in your prayers.
Communications: All communications were read. One letter was a scholarship request from Victoria Muzzarelli, whom we have helped in the past. Motion made by WB Downing, supported by Duane Whitman to grant Ms. Muzzarelli another $2000 scholarship. Motion passed. An email from Darren Thompson, on behalf of Alma #244, was asking for donations to purchase a new large flat top grill for the kitchen to help serve diners more efficiently. Motion by WB Norris, supported by WB Preston, to donate $500. WB Gean amended the motion to increase the donation to $1000. Both the amendment and the initial motion passed.
Bills & Accounts: Bills and accounts were read. Accounts were approved. Bills were approved to pay.
Secretary’s Receipts: Secretary’s receipts were read and presented to Treasurer for payment
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer’s report has been delayed until our May meeting. Due to the early date in the month of our meeting, reports were not available from our financial institution.
Old Business: WM Conquest reported that Fellowship Lodge was the only Genesee County lodge present at the Unity Gala. This event was a joint event hosted by the Grand Lodge of Michigan and the Grand Lodge of Prince Hall Masons in Michigan. Fellowship Lodge also had a great turnout, which included WM Conquest, WB Jerry Preston, WB Dave Norris, Bro Don Schoellig, Bro. Brian Mason, Bro. Mark Sturtz, and Honorary Bro. Eddie Booth.
New Business: WB Lynn Ross brought information to the lodge to consider. Morningstar Lodge needs financial assistance. They do great work helping out with Degrees when a lodge is short on ritualists. However, they are low on funds and could use help. WB Lynn asked the lodge (not a motion) to possibly donate $200,000.
PGM Bob Conley mentioned that he and Darren Thompson will be hosting a leadership class near Bishop Airport on April 12, 2025. All are welcome.
Bro Don Schoellig made a motion, supported by WB Downing, to retain counsel to help us turn the annuity from the former Davison Lodge 236 over to Merril Lynch. The motion passed, but Bro Duane Whitman suggested Bro Schoellig contact Compass Financial, as they are aware of what needs to be done and will help get things in good order.
Good of the Order: Bro Duane Whitman was recognized for being the only Fellowship Lodge brother to attend all of the Bike for Books presentations. 
WB Preston led a learning discussion on Masonic Rods (Staffs). It was a very informative discussion. Next month’s assignment is Lapel Pins.
PGM Bob Conley then provided information on consolidation. He pointed out that consolidation is rampant at this time. He said Grand Lodge will not interfere if it is the decision of the Lodge to consolidate, but he asked us many questions and instructed us to reflect on those questions. He asked us to provide a good reason why we were discussing consolidation. He asked what membership programs we had in place to pique our members' interest. He asked what we were doing to benefit our members and our community. He then asked to join the next consolidation meeting to present a program to help us increase member involvement and members benefits.
WM Conquest finished the meeting by going over the upcoming calendar. April 12 would be a Leadership Seminar; April 22nd would be a School of Instruction; April 29 would be another consolidation meeting. WM Conquest invited PGM Conley to the consolidation meeting.
Lodge Closed at 8:25 pm on the Master Mason Degree.
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